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Trailers made for summer.Trailers made for summer.
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CSHtrailers.com | Westphalia, Mo. | 573-455-2998

573-897-2464 • Linn, MO

Free Estimates • Low Labor Rates 
• Fleet Services • Roadside Assistance

Trucks/Pickups • Farm & Heavy
 Equipment • Tractors • Trailers

• Performance packages 

FROM OIL CHANGES TO ENGINE 
OVERHAULS - WE DO IT ALL!

- LOCALLY OWNED/OPERATED -

Inspections - $12 MO State / $88 Federal DOT
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The life 
story of a 
‘78 Chevy 
Silverado 

BY ROXIE MURPHY
ADVOCATE STAFF WRITER
rmurphy@wardpub.com

Anyone who thinks 17-years-old is too young 
to find lasting love hasn’t met Scott Kneeskern, 
the original owner of Black Beauty, a 1978 Chevy 
Silverado recently restored to its original glory.

“I was a senior in high school when I ordered 
it, only 17-years-old, and they let me sign for 
it,” Kneeskern said. “A friend of mine went with 
me and bought him a new one too.”

Kneeskern had been looking for a Chevy 
truck to restore.

“A guy I knew in Bland, Jim Rector, traveled 
all around delivering Michelin Tires,” Kneeskern 
said. “I had been looking for one and he was 
looking for one for me. I asked him if he found 
me one and he said ‘no, go buy a brand new one.’”

So he did. At Weidinger Chevrolet in Vienna, 
he placed his order and signed for the truck. 
Later, his mother who worked at the local bank 
had to co-sign on the loan for him.

“I bought a brand new one and ordered it 
the way I wanted,” Kneeskern said. “My best 
friend then was Bill Baxter, we both worked at 
Lorots Grocery where the pharmacy and library 
are now — he went with me.”

Kneeskern knew he wanted a 1978 Chevy 
Silverado — the name of which is derived 
from the English word Silver and the Spanish 
word El Dorado. “I wanted a 4-wheel drive and 
ordered almost everything you could except 
cruise control. I got pretty well everything you 
could back then.”

The truck had four optional motors to 
choose from — one standard and three optional 
upgrades. He chose a 350 cubic inch engine 
(5.7-liter) small-block V8 with a 4.00 and 3.48-
inch bore and stroke with between 145 to 370 
horsepower.

The four-speed automatic came with a black 
exterior and burnt orange interior, a choice of 
cloth or vinyl, that the catalog listed as “top-of-
the-line.” The instrument cluster that included 
voltmeter, oil pressure and engine temperature 
needle gates, air conditioning, heat, tachometer, 
and radio was bright brush finished.

The exterior was jeweled with bright upper 
body and lower body moldings, a full tailgate 
insert and chrome Silverado nameplates.

“I used my truck,” Kneeskern said. “I hauled 
wood, hay, everything. I used it as a truck and it 
was rusted out and it was getting in bad shape.”

K N E E S K E R N 
PROUDLY shows off 
his restored 1978 Chev-
rolet Silverado at the 
Belle park.

Laren & Donna Hilke

Freeburg,
Westphalia, 

Taos,
Auxvasse

See Silverado, Page 18
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573-897-9900
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American Auto Supply
Car - Truck - Tractor - Paint - Welding Supplies

Hours: Monday thru Friday - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m. to noon

602 E. Main Street • Linn, MO

573-897-3655

Subscription 
Subscription 

Special
Special

That’s right. Get $10 off your subscription 
(new or renew) when you bring in a receipt of 

$25 or more from any one of the advertisers in 
the 2022 Spring Car Care edition.

Hurry, this special ends on April 30th.
Receipt from car care advertisers must be dated between 

March 16 and April 30, 2022. Limit $10 off per subscription.
Cannot be combined with any other subscription special.

$10off
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He took the truck hunting, fishing and hauled 
wood. Before its restoration, it sat at 370,000 
miles on the odometer.

“It has been pretty well a part of my life, 
Kneeskern said. “I considered selling and a 
person I run around with said ‘you can’t sell 
that truck.’  I called it Black Beauty ‘cause other 
people call it that, but I haven’t really named it.”

In the 1970s and ‘80s, CBs were a big deal.
“Scooty was my (handle),” he said, and a 

decal with the name was proudly displayed on 
sliding back glass.

Kneeskern married and had children and 
eventually, the truck was replaced with another 
daily driver. So he started restoring it.

“I wanted to keep it the same,” Kneeskern 
said. “No fabrications. All original.”

He called Bernie and Michelle Kolb with 
Classic Rides Restoration, formerly located 
across from Rector Radiator, and asked the 
couple about restoring the ‘78 classic.

“My truck was one of the last ones he fin-
ished there before he moved the shop to their 
home in Linn,” Kneeskern said. “They did the 
restoration and I was in there every week talking 
about what we was going to do.” 

Restoring the outside of the work truck 
required a lot of cutting and welding in partial 
or full panels.

“New front fenders, another truck that a guy 
had give to me we used the bed off of it and 
put it on my truck cause mine was rusted out 
completely,” Kneeskern said. “Above the tires, 
front fenders was rusted, back fenders, rocker 
panels and cab corners. He pulled all that off 
and cleaned up the frame.”

Kneeskern had Kolb spray the underbelly 
of the truck with rhino lining to help prevent 
new rust from forming.

“He replaced all the springs, which were 

original and pretty droopy,” Kneeskern said. 
“In 1980 I put a three-inch lift kit on it with 
a homemade lift kit. That was replaced with 
a four-inch lift kit cause they don’t make the 
three-inch kit anymore.”

The engine was replaced with a turn-key 350 
crate motor like the one Kneeskern originally 
ordered.

He hired TJ Upholstery in Taos, Mo., to 
reupholster the burnt orange seats and interior.

“He put it all back to the same color, but you 
couldn’t come up with the material. We met a 
guy that we come up with black material and 
dyed it all for me to get it back to the original 
burnt orange,” Kneeskern said. 

The project that started at the beginning of 
2019 was finally completed at the beginning 

of 2021.
“I picked it up in February of last year and 

started it in September 2019,” Kneeskern said. 
“She’s a shiny black now. Looks better than it 
did when I bought it.”

When the truck was finally back home, 
Kneeskern’s son-in-law and daughter pur-
chased letters to put his handle on the sliding 
back glass and brought the restoration full circle.

Now that the weather is coming around, 
Kneeskern will bring his Beauty out of hi-
bernation.

“I drive it when the weather is nice,” he 
said. “If it comes down to it, I would use it as 
a work truck again, but now I have it fixed up 
and I am going to take it to show it.”

Distracted driving is a significant safety 
issue. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention indicates about eight people in 
the United States are killed in crashes that are 
attributed to distracted driving every day. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration says there were 2,895 distrac-
tion-affected fatal crashes in 2019, with dis-
traction-related events accounting for 9 percent 
of all fatal crashes in the country. Distracted 
driving also puts Canadians at risk. Transport 
Canada’s National Collision Database says 
distracted driving prevalence rose from 16 
percent of fatal collisions in 2006 to 21 percent 
in 2016, and those numbers are still climbing.

According to the Insurance Information 
Institute, distractions are a major safety threat. 
Eating, talking with passengers, adjusting ve-
hicle controls, and using a mobile phone while 
behind the wheel are activities that take drivers’ 
attentions away from the road. In fact, distrac-
tions are broken down into several categories:

• Visual distractions: Anything that takes 
one’s eyes off of the road.

• Manual distractions: Anything that takes 
one’s hands off of the steering wheel.

• Cognitive distractions: Anything that takes 
one’s mind off of driving.

Drivers can follow these tips to make ve-
hicles distraction-free and reduce the risk for 
accidents or near misses.

MAKE ADJUSTMENTS 
BEFORE SETTING OFF

Make adjustments to mirrors, radio stations 
and seat settings prior to driving. In addition, 
drivers who intend to utilize  a GPS navigation 
system should enter the address and look ahead 
at the course before getting on the road.

KEEP SMARTPHONES 
OUT OF SIGHT

Reducing the urge to check a phone alert 
or send a text may come down to out of sight, 
out of mind. Silence the phone and store it in 
the glove compartment, center console or a 
purse in the back seat. The phone should not 
be handled until the destination is reached 
or if the vehicle is pulled over safely out of 
traffic. Smartphones have settings that can be 
programmed to send automatic notifications 
to people contacting the phone owner to say 
they’re driving or temporarily unavailable.

EAT BEFORE LEAVING
Consuming food or drink on the road takes 

a person’s hands off the wheel and eyes off the 
road. Drivers should try to eat before getting 
on the road, or pull over to a rest stop for a 
snack if need be.

USE HANDS-FREE DEVICES IN 
EMERGENCIES

Many cars come equipped with Bluetooth 

or other hands-free technology that enables a 
distress call to be made without having to take 
hands off the wheel. Many are voice-activated 
or can be engaged with the push of a button.

LIMIT PASSENGERS
A vehicle full of passengers can be very 

distracting. It’s why many areas no longer al-
low newly minted teenage drivers to transport 
more than a few passengers until they’re older 
and more experienced. Limiting passengers 
even for experienced adults can help reduce 
distractions as well. 

People can take steps to reduce distractions 
on the road and share their advice with others 
they love.

How to reduce distractions 
behind the wheel

Silverado • from page 17

KNEESKERN POINTS out (below) that the finished truck has the original burnt orange 
dashboard. An upholstery company out of Taos, Mo. had to dye black material burnt orange 
for the new bench seat. PHOTO BY ROXIE MURPHY

Whether it’s a new minivan that fits your growing family or 
a downtown condo that matches your cosmopolitan dreams, 
I’m here with advice and resources to help you in your journey. 

Let’s talk about your plans, and how I can help you protect them.
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MILLERFARM SUPPLY

On Farm Tire Service
Hours: 7-5:30 Mon. - Fri.  • 8-noon Sat.

Jct. 50 & 63Jct. 50 & 63  
  573-455-9666573-455-9666 

OUR TIRE  SHOP
tires available for wheel barrows 

to semi trucks

Inspections, rotations
 and oil changes.
Hardware and a 

little bit of everything

573-859-3912

We offer tire service, auto repair, 
oil changes, lock outs

Belle and Linn locations

OWENS 
TOWING

- 24 HOUR SERVICE -
 Steve Brown - Owner

Poettgen Bros.
Auto Center

573-744-5242
Freeburg, MO

Service, tires, exhaust,
batteries and brakes -

We do it all!

Wash & Wax
Your Vehicle to Protect its Finish

SPOTLESS CAR WASHESCAR WASHES

Linn Car WashesLinn Car Washes
2 Automatics on 1013 E. Main St.   2 Automatics on 1013 E. Main St.   

Corner of 6th and JeffersonCorner of 6th and Jefferson  

Spotless 89 Car WashSpotless 89 Car Wash •  • BelleBelle
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'68 Corvette: Don't ask, 
it's not for sale

BY LAURA SCHIERMEIER
ADVOCATE STAFF WRITER
lschiermeier@wardpub.com

About 25 years ago, Vienna resident Steve 
Deaton said his wife, Diana Duncan Deaton, 
told him she had a co-worker who had an 
older car she might want to sell.

Diana worked for the postal service and 
had filled in for someone at the Newburg Post 
Office. A woman who worked there told her 
about how her husband had passed away and 
she had a Chevrolet Corvette she “may sell.” 

Steve said “we like old cars” and Diana 
told the woman that when she was ready to 
sell, to call her as they’d like to take a look 
at it. Two years passed and the lady with the 
Corvette contacted them, asking them if they 
were still interested. Steve and Diana had 
two kids and a house payment. “Of course I 
was interested, but I didn’t know if we could 

afford it.” 
They drove to where the lady lived and 

walked into the garage where the 1968 Cor-
vette was stored. He said they had not taken 
six steps into the garage when Diana turned to 
him and said, “We need to buy it.” They loved 
the Lemans blue Corvette and they bought it. 
“We had to borrow money to buy it, but I’ve 
never regretted it,” he said. 

The Corvette was in good condition with 
95,000 miles on it and did not need much 
work. Steve said he paid twice as much as 
the car cost when it was new. It’s a fun car 
to drive and he likes the way it makes him 
feel. “It’s not a long trip car,” he said. “It’s a 
drive to Argyle and back car” then it put back 
in the garage. 

The car is a hobby he has. He says he will 

Why it’s 
important 
to wash 
your car

The first things to come to mind when 
many people ponder vehicle maintenance 
are oil changes and routine tune-ups. Though 
each of those things are vital components of 
automotive maintenance, it’s important that 
drivers recognize the value of a thorough car 
wash as well.

Drivers may see a car wash as a way to 
make their car look good, and that’s not un-
true. An effective car wash can give a car a 
look that mirrors how the vehicle appeared 
the moment it was driven off the lot. But an 
effective wash is more than just cosmetic. 
According to Consumer Reports, a thorough 
car wash removes grit and residue, thus pro-
tecting the car’s paint job and reducing the 
likelihood of corrosion. Though late model 
vehicles aren’t as susceptible to rust, fading 
and peeling as cars made decades ago, they 
still need a thorough and routine wash to 
remove dirt, grime and bird droppings that, 
over time, can adversely affect the paint job 
and, if left unchecked, eat away at the metal.

Another benefit to routine car washes is 
they can prevent damage related to seasonal 
issues. For example, individuals who live in 
regions where winter snowfall is common may 
routinely drive on roads that have been salted. 
Deicing the roads makes driving safer, but salt 
can accumulate on the undercarriage of the 
vehicle and contribute to corrosion. Winter 
may not be a time many drivers visit the car 
wash, but it’s important to do so after snow 
has melted and salt on the roadways has been 
washed away by rain. Most car washes now 
offer high-pressure undercarriage treatments 
that can wash off salt and prevent corrosion 
and the formation of rust.

But it’s not just the exterior of the car that 
can benefit from routine washing. When tak-
ing their cars to get washed, many motorists 
pay a little extra to have their vehicle interiors 
cleaned. Sometimes referred to as “interior 
detailing,” cleaning the cabin of the car helps 
to maintain the interior so it looks new longer. 
Routine interior cleaning also can remove dust 
and other particles that can serve as irritants 
if allowed to build up over time. 

Resale and trade-in value is another fac-
tor to consider. The automotive experts at 
Edmunds note that the average transaction 
price for a used vehicle in the second quarter 
of 2021 was $25,410, which marks a 21 per-
cent increase over the year prior. Much has 
been made of the microchip issues that have 
compromised auto manufacturers’ ability to 
produce new automobiles, and that led many 
motorists to the preowned vehicle market. 
Dealerships also offered incentives to drivers 
willing to trade in their late model cars. By 
taking care of a vehicle’s interior, drivers are 
putting themselves in position to capitalize 
on the increased reliance on the preowned 
market. Prospective buyers, whether they’re 
private citizens or dealerships, will see more 
value in a vehicle with a well-maintained 
interior than one with a cabin that’s seen 
much better days.

Car washes may be seen as a purely cos-
metic form of vehicle maintenance. But the 
benefits of routine and thorough car washes 
extend far beyond aesthetic appeal.

See Corvette, Page 20
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with a brand new Chevy, 
Dodge, Jeep or Ram truck.

Mid-Missouri Powerhouse
317 W. Main St. • Linn, MO

573-897-2254
(sales) 888-550-4774

(service) 888-267-3980

Offering Paintless Dent Repair 
and Full Collision Repair

125 Hwy CC • Linn
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Linn Auto PartsLinn Auto Parts
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never sell it. “It’s a car I really like and my wife 
gave me permission to buy it. If she said I could 
have it, hell ya!”

Steve says its great fun to drive a “Cool 
Car.” When he drives the Corvette, it’s a quick 
attention getter. People look at the car and some 
give a thumbs up, others wave, all indicating 
they like the car. “It catches your eye. It’s a 
good looking car,” he said. Corvettes have an 
American mystic surrounding them. 

How fast does it go? Steve says he actually 
doesn’t know because he hasn’t pushed it that 
far.  “I bought it because I like old cars and 
because Diana said I could have it.” He still 
likes old cars, particularly this one. 

Not too long ago, he had Alex Haller and 
Wayne Henderson do some work on the Cor-
vette, going through most of the drive train, 
vacuum system and made updates. Also, 
Justin Haslag owner of Top Notch Body Shop 
replaced the carburetor with a new fuel injection 
system. This was a big upgrade and improved 
the performance and efficiency of the engine. 

The car is mostly original. He replaced the 
interior carpet but not the seats. It looks great 
and with the new fuel injection system, it is 
mechanically better than the original. The car 
is 54 years old yet has less than 100,000 miles 
on it. “I would not hesitate to take it anywhere.”

Steve takes the ’68 to some local car shows, 
but the shows “are not my life” as they are for 
some car enthusiasts. His kids, Josh Deaton and 
Rachel Deaton Kempker, like the car, too, but 
they are afraid to drive it because they know 
his attachment to it. 

This Corvette was manufactured in St. Louis. 
It has a four speed manual transmission. Steve 
said Rachel learned how to drive a stick shift 
by driving the Corvette. 

When the family lived in Marshall, Mo., 
Steve’s neighbor saw him drive the Corvette into 
his driveway. The neighbor also had a Corvette 
and he proudly showed it to Steve, who asked 
him if everything on the neighbor’s Corvette 
was original. Steve said the guy looked at him 
intently and asked him if he saw something 
wrong with it. Steve told him,”No, I wouldn’t 
know.” Steve says he’s not a purist when it 
comes to the car, but many Corvette owners are. 

To him, the Corvette has added to his quality 
of life. He is one of many people in Maries 
County who have and enjoy nice, old cars.

When the weather is nice, he likes to drive it 
with the top down as it is a convertible. It’s not 
a perfect car and he drives it when and where 
he wants to. He said up close it can be seen that 
the car is not perfect, but it’s fun. Sometimes 
he drives it to the Lake, and that’s fun when so 
many people “gawk at you.” 

Steve laughs when he tells about what Rachel 
said when she saw the Corvette they’d bought. 
She said it only seats two people, and Diana 
said “That’s right.” Rachel probably didn’t 
understand at the time, but Steve says she 
probably does now. Diana died in 2013 at age 
52 of cancer. Steve lives alone now in probably 
one of the most beautiful spots in the area. His 
land abuts the Gasconade River and he has fire 
pits and a place to sit in a couple of spots on a 
bluff overlooking the river. He’s lived along the 
river since 2007, saying he loves the smell of 
an outside fire burning, and loves to be outside. 

“It’s my get your mind right place.”

Osage 
Auto 

Center

1757 Hwy 89S
3.7 miles from Breaktime

573-897-4164
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mon - Thurs.
Closed - Friday
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Specializing in Jeep Customization and 
Car Maintenance

Offering Mickey Thompson, Cooper & Master Craft Tires up to 40’s

Teraflex and Mickey Thompson Certified Dealer 

54 Margaret Lane ● Linn, Mo
Follow us on Facebook: BANDRAUTOMOTIVERS

STEVE AND DIANA DEATON purchased the 1968 Corvette over 25 years ago. They both 
liked old cars and enjoyed going places in it. It’s a cool car and usually attracts attention. 
Deaton (above) stands by his Corvette at a car show in Argyle.
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